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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
  
Over the past few weeks we have enjoyed the beauty of fall and celebrated the gift of our 4 distinct seasons in Canada!  
The crisp weather is a sign that winter’s entrance is just around the corner. We know that soon the cooler temperatures 
will be here to stay for the winter months. It is time to ensure that our little ones have their warm clothing ready to 
bundle up so that they can embrace experiences that come with winter.  
 
Division two students have recently had some very exciting opportunities to expand their learning and further develop 
their leadership capacity in a variety of ways including: WE Day, Elementary Student Symposium, Makerspace 
Conference, and both Girls and Boys Volleyball teams. Additional experiences including Young Authors’ Writing 
Conference, G.O.D. Squad Leadership team, AMA patrols, and representation at the HEB Volleyball tournament will be 
added to the list. Many thanks to the dedicated work of our St. Justin Staff for their efforts to provide these excellent 
learning opportunities. Later in the year additional opportunities will be presented to our younger students as well.  
 
Parents and students are encouraged to explore Power School regularly by using your personal log in information to 
access information throughout the school year about student learning. Students attending Edmonton Catholic Schools 
will receive their first report card on January 31st.  We will continue with a Demonstration of Learning event, this year 
being held on Thursday, November 28th, from 4:00 -7:00 p.m. as an opportunity for all parents to spend time in their 
child’s classroom learning more about their learning, and celebrating successes as well as strengthening your 
partnership with the staff to support your child’s next steps in learning. Please mark Thursday, November 28th on your 
calendar and plan on attending this important event. You are encouraged to stop by the Learning Commons after your 
time in the classrooms to support the Scholastic Book Fair being held during the Demonstration of Learning. What a 
fantastic way to promote the love of reading! Proceeds help with the continued update of resources to support student 
learning. Anyone still requiring support in accessing Power School, please contact Mrs. Gregoraschuk for assistance. 
  
As we welcome November, we give thanks to all those involved in the fight for peace in our world. God calls each of us 
to do our part in being peacekeepers; in our home, school, community, and beyond. Peace begins with each one of us. 
Throughout the weeks ahead, we will be reflecting on the true meaning of peace.  Please join us as we pray for peace 
during our Remembrance Day service on Friday, November 8th at 10:30 a.m.  
 
Yours as partners in Catholic Education, 
 
Mrs. Laurie Pollitt       Mr. John Gosse 
Principal        Assistant Principal 

Inside you will find: 
November Calendar 

Catholic Education Sunday 
Good Shepherd Parish News 

Remembrance Day 
Report Cards/Demonstration of Learning 

Learning Updates 
And more… 

 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children 

of God.” 

Matthew 5:9 

 
 



VERIFICATION OF STUDENT REGISTRATION  
  

Thank you to all Parents and Guardians who have completed their child’s Verification of Student 
Registration online.  To date there are still 43 Verification of Student Registrations that have not been 
completed.  This form is very important in order to keep your child’s information current and up to date 
for our files and in the event of an emergency (i.e. address, phone numbers, email addresses, emergency 
contacts other than yourselves, and any medical information). This year you have been receiving 
reminder emails to complete this document online. As the deadline to complete this document was 
September 30th, we ask that you log into your parent powerschool account to complete the document 
for each child you have attending St. Justin School.  If you do not have a computer or laptop to complete 
this documentation online, we have a school Chromebook available in the school office for you to use. 
You must make an appointment ahead of time if you need to use our school Chromebook for this 
purpose. Please call Mrs. Cathy Gregoraschuk at 780 487 2264 to make an appointment. Please note 
office hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday to Friday. 

  

 
MEDICAL INFORMATION  
 
If your child has a medical condition (allergies, asthma, diabetes, etc.) it is critical that the proper medical 
forms are completed. All medical information needs to be updated at the beginning of each school year. 
These forms provide invaluable information to school staff in the event of a medical emergency. 
   
Please note that if your child needs to take any prescription medication throughout the school year, a Request 
for Administration of Medication/Medical Treatment form must be completed by both the physician and the 
parent. Please contact the office for more information. 
  
For safety reasons, if your child needs an epi-pen or an inhaler, they will be asked to carry their epi-pen or 
inhaler on them (a fanny pack is great).  Please contact the school office if you have any questions. 

 

 
ON-LINE PAYMENTS   

 
St. Justin School accepts on-line payment for all fees including fieldtrips, school fees and bus 
passes. This service is accessed with ease through your Parent PowerSchool account.  By using 
this simple on-line payment process, you can benefit from paying in the comfort of your own 
home, anytime, anywhere! Please contact our main office for any assistance you may require.  
Student Account Statements have been emailed to Parents/Guardians as a reminder of what 
may be outstanding. 

 

 

SWIFT K-12  
 

Edmonton Catholic Schools uses the Swift K-12 Notification Service. This service is a powerful, 
easy-to-use communication tool for schools and parents. Swift K-12 quickly delivers daily 
attendance, special announcements, and district messages to parents. The notification will send 
phone calls, emails, and SMS text messages to parents. With this notification service, parents will 



be contacted regarding absences when the school has not been notified about the absence. 
Parents/Guardians will receive prompt information of transportation issues, parent nights, and 
emergencies. If you are not receiving these messages, please contact the school office so that we 
can verify your contact information. 
 

 

EDMONTON TRANSIT/YELLOW BUS PASS INFORMATION  
  

Please note that the monthly deadline date for purchasing Edmonton Transit or Yellow Bus 
Passes from St. Justin Elementary School is the 1st of every month.  All bus passes are purchased 
through your parent PowerSchool account.  Courtesy reminders have been emailed out. 
 

 

ALL SAINTS’ and ALL SOULS’ DAY  
 
All Saints’ Day, the day in which Catholics celebrate all the saints, known and unknown, is an old feast. A Saint 
is a very blessed and holy person who deeply loved God and dedicated their life to serve God and others 
unselfishly. This day arose out of the Christian tradition to celebrate a feast day in order to ensure that 
martyrs to the Faith were properly honored.  
 
All Souls’ Day follows All Saints’ Day on November 2nd. It is a day dedicated to all who have died. Christians all 
over the world remember loved ones, family and friends with thanksgiving and prayer. A book of dedication 
will be available in the office for students, staff, and parents who are invited to write the name of a deceased 
loved one and who will be remembered in our morning prayers by our St. Justin school community. 
 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 
           

Please remember to “fall behind” and turn your clock back one hour on Sunday, November 3rd at 2:00 a.m.  
Be sure to get plenty of rest and be ready to learn on Monday, November 4th, when the amount of daylight 
will be shorter, and our evenings become longer. 
 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY RECOGNITION 
 
The first Remembrance Day was conducted in 1919 throughout the Commonwealth. Originally called 
Armistice Day, it commemorated the end of the First World War on Monday, November 11, 1918, at 11:00 
a.m., the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. 
 
The poppy is the symbol of Remembrance Day. We continue to use replica poppies, sold by the Royal 
Canadian Legion to raise money for Veterans. Please consider sending a donation with your child to the school 
to support our Veterans, as well as to reinforce to students our appreciation and respect for all those who 
have served in the Canadian military to protect our Canadian freedom. Please join us on Friday, November 8th 
at 10:30 a.m. as we gather in prayer and remembrance. Anyone involved in cubs, scouts, cadets or brownies 
are encouraged to wear their uniforms for the celebration. 
 



There will be no school for students and staff on Monday, November 11, 2019, in recognition of 
Remembrance Day. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 
 
Save the date!  We are very excited to share with you, news of our “Let’s Celebrate Advent” Concert that is 
being planned for our students in December. Times are yet to be determined but the dates are as follows. 
 
Thursday, December 5th – 6:00 p.m. – Kindergarten, Grades 4, 4/5, 5 Students 
Thursday, December 5th – 7:00 p.m. – Grades 1, 2, 3, 6 Students 
 
 

ST. JUSTIN PRIDEWEAR   

Would you like a St. Justin Jaguar t-shirt, sweatshirt or jacket?  Visit http://stjustinschool.entripyshops.com/ 
to order from a wide variety of items with the St. Justin name and logo.  Order now to get your items in time 
for Christmas! 

 

MOUNTAIN WEST PICTURE RETAKES 
 
Mountain West picture retake day is Wednesday, November 6th from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

IMMUNIZATIONS 
 
The date set for round 1 to immunize Grade 6 students at St. Justin is Thursday, November 14th.   
 
 

PARKING/DROP OFF LANE 
 
We have 3 school buses that pick up and drop off students from our school daily.  Obeying the traffic signs 
around the school, not parking in or near the crosswalk or the drop off lane, and not parking in any reserved 
parking spots will help to promote safety for all.  Staff take our youngest students to the marked crossing in 
our parking lot to get to their bus each day.  We ask your cooperation in not entering the staff parking lot to 
reduce chances of anyone suffering any injury on school property. Thank you in advance for your attention to 
this important matter. 
 
The Grade 6 AMA patrols will begin their work to further assist our community this month. Respectfully 
support our AMA patrols and use the school crosswalk. Please always keep the safety of our students as a 
priority and always choose safety over convenience. 
 
 
 
 

http://stjustinschool.entripyshops.com/


CELEBRATE READING! 
 

Read-Alouds at Bedtime  
  

It is important for your children to read daily. It is equally important that we, as parents, read 
to our children regularly! Bedtime is the perfect opportunity to read aloud to your children. 
  

What are the benefits of reading aloud?  
 

There are so many! Here are just a few: 
• Children hear effective reading. 
• Children learn the structure of story. 
• Books spark conversation. 
• Young children develop book sense (direction of print, recognition that letters represent 

sounds and that words hold meaning). 
• Children realize that books are fun! 

• The routine of bedtime stories creates time to connect with your child(ren). 
  

Tips for Reading Aloud: 
• Read the title and look at the cover. Ask your child(ren) to make predictions about the 

book. 
• Read with expression.  
• Encourage your child to look closely and talk about the pictures. 
• Ask questions and talk about the book before, during, or after reading!  
• Reread books: children love to hear their favourites again and again! 

• Don’t stop reading aloud to your child(ren) just because they are readers themselves! 

  

If you want your child to love reading, 
read great books aloud to them daily! 

  

                                                 See you at the November 28th Scholastic Book Fair!! 

  

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 
We would like to remind parents to dress children appropriately for the cold weather ahead. Toques, mittens, 
warm coats, scarves, and boots are a necessity as students will be outside for morning and lunch recess.  
 
Decisions regarding outdoor activities, including recess, will take into consideration the weather conditions. 
The suggested guideline is that students stay indoors if the temperature is -20°C or colder, or if the wind-chill 
factor is -20°C or colder.   
• We have a sign system in place to notify students if they can come into the school due to weather 
conditions. A posted green sign means that students can enter immediately. 



• Recesses will be indoors only during extreme weather conditions, so students should come to school 
dressed appropriately for being outdoors. If you need assistance in providing warm clothing to your children, 
please contact the office. 
• Please remember that if a student is too sick to go outside, they are too sick to attend school and 
should remain at home and rest. 
 
Please be advised that the following Radio and TV Stations will carry announcements with respect to 
transportation cancellations due to inclement weather conditions. Every effort will be made to have messages 
broadcast commencing no later than 6:30 a.m. 
 

RADIO STATIONS 
 

 630 CHED   AM 930 The Light CJCA        CBC 
 CISN FM 103.9   SHINE 105.9 FM   CHFA (CBC Fr.) 
 FRESH FM 92.5  TSN 1260   CFCW 840 
             INEWS 880 AM  95.7 CRUZ FM              CAPITAL FM 96.3                        
             The Bounce FM 91.7  The Bear 100.3 FM     K97 97.3 
 UP! 99.3 FM   SONIC 102.9 FM  102.3 NOW! Radio 
 HOT 107 FM   104.9 VIRGIN Radio FM 
                           

TV STATIONS 
 

  CITYTV           CTV Edmonton        GLOBAL Edmonton        CBC TV  

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

WOW did the month of October go by fast and it was a very eventful one, starting with the Annual General 
Meeting held on October 7th.  Here are the members of the St. Justin School Council 2019-2020. 
 
Chair – Kyla Mendiuk, Vice Chair – Raymond Aceron, Secretary – Ashley Goertz 
 
Here are the members of the Parent Advisory Association 2019-2020. 
 
Chair – Raymond Aceron, Vice Chair – Kyla Mendiuk, Secretary – Ashley Goertz, Financial Officer – Raymond 
Aceron 
 
The Family Dance was a great evening for the students, staff and parents to enjoy some dancing and taking 
photos with friends. We would like to say a BIG Thank You to Jodi`s Music Services who once again made this 
evening a success.  We hope everyone had a great night. The money raised will go towards the grade 6 camp.  
Thank you to all the volunteers that helped, especially the Grade 6 class and Mr. Salvador. It would not have 
run smoothly without everyone’s support. 
 
School Council’s next meeting is on Monday, November 18th at 5:30 pm in the staff room. We hope to see you 
there. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at stjustinpac@gmail.com . Thank you for your 
support. 
 
Kyla Mendiuk – Chair 

mailto:stjustinpac@gmail.com


HOT LUNCH 
 
November hot lunch is from McDonalds on Tuesday, November 19th. Please go to www.healthyhunger.ca  to 
sign up and enjoy a great meal.  The deadline to order your hot lunch is Wednesday, November 13th by 
midnight. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer to hand out the food, please contact Kyla at 
designky@hotmail.com.  
 
 

VOLLEYBALL 
 
You are invited to come out and cheer on our Grade 6 students at the upcoming H.E. Beriault Volleyball 
Tournament. This annual event has proven to be a very positive learning experience for our young athletes. 
The tournament will be held Friday and Saturday, December 13th and 14th at H.E. Beriault School. Many 
thanks to Ms. Nykolyshyn, Ms. Deans and Mr. Salvador for their time and leadership of our students. GO 
JAGUARS! 
 

 

NEWS FROM GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 
  
This is an invitation for people to visit the Parish’s website at goodshep.caedm.ca for current events and the 
weekly bulletin. 
 
 

PARENT ENGAGEMENT EVENING ON RELIGIOUS ED PROGRAM OF STUDIES 
 
Edmonton Catholic School Division will be offering a session at Corpus Christi Parish on Wednesday, 
November 6th at 6:30 p.m. that will provide parents/guardians with the opportunity to celebrate Mass with 
Archbishop Smith and then learn more about the religious education Program of Studies across the grades.  
This is a parent evening and is not intended for students.  The address of Corpus Christi Parish is 2707 34 
Street, Edmonton. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.healthyhunger.ca/
mailto:designky@hotmail.com


 

November 2019 

   "Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

  where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy.” 

This passage from the Prayer of St. Francis presents us with a beautiful vision of how to live our lives.  

When we view ourselves as an instrument of God, created and intended to share His love in the 

world, then we can live a life that is full of the sacred.  In this month of November, as we honor our 

fallen soldiers on Remembrance Day and the victims of the Ukrainian genocide on Holodomor 

Memorial Day, this prayer offers us an excellent starting point for reflection on how we, as 

individuals, help to build a more peaceful and just world. 

There are many ways in which we evaluate the quality of educational experience that our students 

receive.  At our Public Meeting of the Board on October 22, we were very pleased to share the results 

of our Alberta Education Accountability Pillar. This “report card” provides all school jurisdictions in 

Alberta with ratings in sixteen measures that are combined into seven categories which track our 

progress towards reaching our education goals. We have received a rating of Excellent in 9 measures, 

Good in 4 measures, and Acceptable in 3 measures. We also presented our Division Satisfaction 

Survey Results at the Board meeting. This survey measures areas such as satisfaction with our 

Catholicity, quality of education, leadership, and so much more.  You can read more about our 

excellent results  by visiting www.ecsd.net and looking under Annual Reports and Results or by 

clicking here. 

Each year, the Catholic Bishops of Alberta and the Northwest Territories celebrate the first Sunday of 

November as Catholic Education Sunday.   It is an opportunity for all of us to reflect upon and give 

thanks for the great gift of publicly funded Catholic education in the province of Alberta.  The theme 

for this year is United in Prayer and Grateful for Catholic Schools.  It speaks to the ongoing call for us 

to unite in our advocacy and prayer for Catholic education. Please visit our website by clicking here to 

read the Bishops’ letter and the Novena for Catholic Education Sunday, as well as to view their video 

message. 

The provincial budget was tabled on October 24. During the upcoming weeks, as we receive the 

detailed information about our funding, our budget team will unpack that information and its 

implications for our Division.   

In closing, I will leave you with a thought from Pope Francis: “This is our mission: to show by our lives, 

and perhaps even by our words, that God loves everyone and never tires of anyone.” (Oct.20/19) 

Have a blessed November! 

Sincerely, 

Joan Carr 

Superintendent 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/AboutUs/annual_reports/Pages/District-Satisfaction-Survey.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/AboutUs/catholic-identity/what-is-catholic-education/catholic-education-sunday/Pages/default.aspx


 

Edmonton Catholic School Division:  Catholic Identity Plan 

By:  Eugenia Kowalczyk, PhD 

 Principal, Catholic Identity 

Catholic identity is at the heart of who we are as individuals, in community, and in faith.  Looking at oneself from 

the inside can be a somewhat revealing experience. At the very heart of our being, we are children of God created 

in His image and likeness; worthy of dignity and respect, unconditionally.  Although this is the gold standard for 

expressing our Catholic identity it is easier said than done. Doubt, questions, and uncertainty chip away at our 

understanding of self.  As we absorb diverse worldviews, distinct value systems, and varied life experiences the 

strands of our identity are weaved.  As Catholics, these strands of identity influence how we understand faith as 

an integral part of our life. 

Our Catholic schools are places where Catholic identity is learned, practiced, and lived.  Precisely as stated in 

Edmonton Catholic School Division’s vision statement, “Our students will learn together, work together, and pray 

together in answering the call to a faith-filled life of service.”  This life of service rooted in faith, requires constant 

nurturing and attention. If left unattended, we risk living by default rather than with intention.  Catholic schools 

are called to plant the seeds of faith in each child with gentleness, respect, and love with Jesus Christ as 

cornerstone. 

Ensuring our Catholic schools remain distinct in their mission, it is essential to deeply invest in the nurturing of 

Catholic identity within our school communities.  As a framework for understanding, articulating, and living our 

Catholic identity Edmonton Catholic School Division has implemented a three-year rolling plan, specifically focused 

on nurturing our Catholic identity.  

https://www.ecsd.net/AboutUs/annual_reports/Pages/Division-Plan-for-Continuous-Growth.aspx 

 The plan outlines three broad foundational goals: 

1. My Catholic school belongs to God’s family, 

2. My Catholic school has a charism where our gifts are shared, 

3. My Catholic school is the place where we learn to live our faith in our contemporary world.   

 

The Catholic school should be filled with a spirit of trust, a willingness to collaborate and cooperate, and a sincerity 

of living a life of faithful witness founded on the teachings of Christ. As each of these strands elicit, each child is 

placed at the center of the Catholic identity plan.  In our Catholic schools, we want students to feel a deep sense of 

belonging that erases any feelings of isolation.  It is a place where each individual student discovers the gifts of the 

spirit that lie deep within and are encouraged to share them for the common good. Catholic schools need also be 

able to help students discern their life in the midst of a contemporary and ever changing world by developing a 

faith filled mission and purpose.  

At ECSD, we remain committed to quality Catholic education that is distinct from other publicly funded school 

divisions. Pope Francis, at the Gravissimum Educationis Foundation’s conference entitled, To Educate is to 

Transform urges Catholic educators to remain hopeful and inspire this sense of hope in students. This is achieved 

by helping students understand that they belong to one human family with a clear and consistent Catholic identity 

that is faithful to the pursuit of harmony and service to the common good.  The vision of Pope Francis and ECSD 

are clearly aligned both placing the student at the center of the Catholic educational experience, by nurturing their 

sense of belonging, worth, and dignity.   

 

https://www.ecsd.net/AboutUs/annual_reports/Pages/Division-Plan-for-Continuous-Growth.aspx

